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STUDY LINKS PCAT SCORES TO PERFORMANCE ON THE 

NORTH AMERICAN PHARMACIST LICENSURE 
EXAMINATION (NAPLEX) 

 
Study published in the American Journal of Pharmaceutical Education says PCAT scores 

correlate with national licensure scores 
 

SAN ANTONIO, March 27, 2007 – Harcourt Assessment’s Pharmacy College 

Admission Test (PCAT) was featured in a study published in a recent volume of the American 

Journal of Pharmaceutical Education.  The study was conducted by staff at the School of 

Pharmacy at Texas Tech University Health Services Center. The study identified a strong 

correlation between students’ PCAT scores and their subsequent scores on national licensure 

exams.  The PCAT is the most widely used measure for admission to pharmacy colleges.   

 

“PCAT is a valuable tool to the admissions process in the majority of schools across the 

country,” said Harcourt Assessment Publisher Dr. Aurelio Prifitera.  “This study validates PCAT 

as a useful measure in estimating a student’s potential for licensure before they are admitted to a 

program.”   

 

The study correlated various measures of student achievement with national licensure 

exam scores, but found that a student’s composite PCAT score was the strongest predictor of 

performance on the NAPLEX examination.  In addition to composite scores, the study also 

positively correlated PCAT biology, verbal, reading, quantitative, and chemistry scores with a 

student’s score on the NAPLEX examination. 

 

Additionally, the study examined the California Critical Thinking Skills Test (CCTST) 

and identified, through correlation, a significant overlap with the PCAT.  As indicated in the 



 

study, this overlap indicates that the PCAT may be a sufficient measure of critical thinking on its 

own.   

 

Used by more than 70 percent of pharmacy colleges for candidate admission and 

endorsed by the American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy (AACP), the PCAT is the 

official preferred admissions test for entrance to pharmacy college. Each year, the PCAT is 

administered to more than 31,000 students, measuring general academic ability and scientific 

knowledge necessary for the commencement of pharmaceutical education. 

 

For more information on Harcourt Assessment’s products, visit 

http://www.HarcourtAssessment.com. 
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